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THE    BEEF     CATTLE  SITUATION 


Summry 

The  "beef  cattle  situation  this  year  has  "been  characterized  by 
relatively  lov;  prices  of  the  better  grades  of  sla^jg-hter  cattle,  and  a 
fairly  strong  demand  for  stocker  and  feeder  cattle,  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  reports. 

Present  indications  are  that  marketings  of  well -finished,  grain-fed 
csattle  during  the  ne::t  3  or  4  months  will  continue  to  increase  seasonally, 
and  will  be  considerably  larger  in  the  summer  and  fall  months  than  in 
corrosponding  months  of  1937*    Although  prices  of  such  cattle  frequently 
tend  to  advance  in  early  sumimcr,  no  mai-ked  e-dvance  is  expected  in  that 
period  this  year,  chiefly  because  of  wealcnoss  in  the  demand  for  meats* 
^ut  in  late  sumjner  or  early  fall,  some  seasonal  advance  in  prices  of  the 
better  grades  may  occur, 

AbTondant  supplies  of  feed,  generally  good  range  and  pasture  conditions, 
and  the  relatively  small  n^omb  sr  of  hogs  to  be  fed  have  resulted  in  a 
relatively  strong  demand  for  replacement  stock.     This  strong  dcm^and  has  been 
reflected  in  reduced  marketings  cf  cows,  heifers,  and  calves,  compared  with 
a  year  earlier,   and  in  relatively  high  prices  cf  stocker  and  feeder  cattle 
compared  v/ith  prices  of  the  better  grades  of  slaughter  cattle. 
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During  the  sunmer  and  fall  months,  soae  decline  in  prices  of  the 
lower  grades  of  slsaightor  steers  and  heifers,  and  of  all  j-rados  of  cov;s  is 
likely  to  occur  as  supplies  of  such  cattle  increase  seasonally.  Some 
seasonal  declins  in  prices  of  stockor  and  feeder  cattle  also  may  take  place 
during  the  summer  months. 


This  issue  contains  a  brief 
discussion  of  "Regional  Trends 
in  Cattle  Numhers"  in  the  United 
States  from  18 67  to  date.   


REViav  OF  RECEIjT  DEVELOPJ-IENTS  ■ 

BACKGROroiD . -       During  the  first  3  months,  of  1938, 
the  total  cost  to  packers  for  cattle  slaughtered 
under  Federal  inspection  v/as  about  143  million 
dollars,  11  percent  less  than  in  the  first  3  months 
of  1937»     Weakness  in  consumer  demand  for  meats  and 
lower  hide  prices  ;verc  the  factors  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  smaller  payments.     The  live 
weight  of  inspected  cattle  slaughter  during  this 
period  was  only  slightly  smaller  than  that  of  a  year 
earlier.    But  the  average  cost  per  100  pounds,  $6.56, 
\^as  10  percent  lower.    Prices  of  the  better  grades  of 
slaughter  cattle  were  reduced  much  more  sharpl}'" 
than  prices  of  the  lower  grades,  which  from  January 
through  March  were  only  moderately  lower  than  those  of 
a  year  earlier. 


Prices  of  lower  grade  cattle  advance  in  April 


Prices  of  the  better  grades  of  slaughter  steers  at  Chicago  averaged 
about  the  same  in  April  as  in  March.    But  moderately  higher  prices  were 
received  for  the  lower  grades  of  steers  and  for  most  grades  of  slaughter 
cov;s  and  heifers.      Veal  calves,  however,  sold  lov/er  than  those  of  a 
month  earlier. 
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Prices  of  cioot  grades  of,  cteors  declined  slightly  in  trio  first  v;cok 
of  May,  but  advanced  rather  sharply  in  the  following  v;eek.    Although  in  late 
April  and  e arly  May  prices  of  slaughter  cows  lost  nost  of  the  gain  made 
earlier  in  April,  this  gain  was  recovered  hy  nid-May. 

The  &.veragc  price  of  good  grade  steora  o.t  Chicago  for  the  week  ended 
May  14  was  nearly    $3  lower  than  tho.t  of  a  year  oerlier,  but  pricos  of  good 
grade  slaughter  co'A's  during  the  same  week  averaged  only  about  $1  lower. 
And  prices  of  cutter  cows  were  about  the  sane  as  a  year  eai'ller» 


Slaughter  suppli es  rGducod 

^'^orlcot  supplies  of  the  better  grades  of  slaughter  steers,  in  April, 
were  souowhat  laurger  than  in  March,    But  supplies  of  the  lower    grades  of 
steers  and  of  slaughter  cov;s  and  heifers  were  snallc-r*. 

The  nuniber  of  cattle  slaughtered"  under  Federal  inspection  in  April 
totaled  749,000  head,    8  percent  smaller  than  in  March,  and  7  percent 
snaller  than  a  year  carlier»     Inspected  calf  slaughter  continued  seasonally 
large  in  April,  hit  was  about  15  percent  snallor  than  the  lorge  April 
slaughter  of  a  year  ago. 


Rel atlvely  strong  doi^and  for  rep  1  ac one nt  catt  1  e 

The  deaand  for  stcckor  and  feeder  cattle  thus  far  this  year  has  been 
relatively  strong,  largely  because  of  abundoiit  feed  supplies  in  nost  areas, 
generally  good  range  and  pasture  conditions,  and  the  comparatively  snail 
nunber  of  hogs  to  be  fed.     This  relatively  strong  do ruand  has  been  reflected 
in  snaller  uarketings  of  cows,  heifers,  and  calves,,  covi^ared.  with  a  year 
earlier,  a-ad  in  conparatively  high  prices  for  stocker  and  feeder  cattle* 

In  early  May^  prices  of  c;tocker  and  feeder  steers,  all  weights*  at 
Kansas  City  f.-/cr'- I  appjroximat ely  $7,70  per  100  pounds t  only  about  20  cents 
lower  than  a  year  earlier  and  unusually  high  in  cor^arison  with  prices  of 
slaughter  steers,  Shipnents  of  stccker  and  feeder  cattle  and  calves  f ron 
12  narkets  to  the  cc^ontry,  during  the  first  4  months  of  1938*  totaled 
445»000  hcade  Though  the  nutnber  shipped  was  snaller" thcji  average,  it  wes 
about  15  pei  coiit  la-rgor  than  a  year  earlier. 

Feed  i^rospects  f avo rab  1 0 

The  v/ara  weather  of  Mcjrch  and  nost  of  l^ril  gave  grass  an  early  start 
in  nearly  all  States,    Good  rains  have  inproved  the  prospects  forran^  feed 
in  nost  of  the  central  and  northern  portions  of  the  Great  plains  .area  ivhere 
the  drougl-its  of  recent  years  wore  nost  severe,    V/estom  range  and  paetur^ 
ootiditions  on  May  1  were  the  best  for  that  date  since  193U    RaiJis  are  ill 
naededt  however,  in  portions  of  North  JDakota,  >oiith  JDajtota-r,an«ili^^ 
in  sections.  t)f  the  Southwest*- 


Current  prospects  are  for  a  fairly  large  hay  crop  in  the  Northeast 
and  in  the  eastern  and  central  portions  of  the  Corn  Belt*     Largely  because 
of  a  loss  of  stands  and  a  lack  of  reserve  noisture  in  last  year' s  drought 
area,  however,  the  alfalfa  crop  seens  likely  to  be  ,  bolov;  normal  fron 
Montana  and  North  Dakota  south  to  Kansas.      Hay  prospects  are  favorable  in 
the  V7est  and  South,     Stocks  of  old-crop  hay  on  farms  May  1  totaled  about 
12,724»000  tons,  tv/ice  as  large  a.s  the  saall  stocks  of  a  year  earlier,  and 
about  one-third  larger  than  average  stocks  for  f'lay  1  during  the  10  years, 
1927*36.  ■  . 


Western  cattle  in  good  condition 

Western  cattle  are  in  good  condition,  but  made  only  limited  gains 
during  April.    Only  small  gains  v/ere  made  in  the  northern  areas  east 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  due  to  periods  of  storm3;-  v/eather,  but  generally 
good  gains  were  made  by  cattle  in  Oklahoma  ,and  Texas,  and  in  the  States' 
west  of  the  Continental  Divide.     Calf  crop  prospects  are  generally  good. 

The  movement  of  Texas  cattle  to  northern  pastures  is  expected  Id  be 
rather  small  this  year.     But  supplies  of  grass-fat  catt le  f  rom  Te;<as 
probably  will  be  fairly  Large.     Comparatively  large  supplies  of  well-finished 
grass-fat  cattle  also  are  in  prospect  from  California  during  the  next  2 
months. 


Cattle  imports  reduced 

Imports  of  cattle  and  calves  during  the  first  3  months  of  the  year, 
were  about  33  percent  smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1937* 
One  of  the  chief  factors  in  this  reduction  apparently  was  the  relatively 
greater  decrease  in  cattle  prices  in  this  country  than  in  Canada.  The 
spread  between  prices  of  good  and  medium. grade  slaughter    steers  at 
Chicago  and  prices  of  comparable  grades  at  Winnipeg  (good  steers,  over 
1,050  pounds)  during  the  first  quarter  of  I938,  averaged  about  $3 
per  100  pounds  com_pared  with  an  average  spreo.d  of  about  $4«25  a  year  earlier. 
The  relatively  smaller  decline  in  prices  at  V/innipeg  probably  was  a 
reflection  in  part  of  the  sharp  reduction  in  cattle  feeding  in  v/cstem 
Canada  caused  by  the  short  production  and  high  prices  of  feed  ir--'1937« 

Reductions  in  imports  from  Canada  v/erc  relatively  greater  than  in 
those  from  Liexico.    The  greatest  percentage  reductions,  from  both  countries, 
occurred  in  cattle  for  slaughter  or  feeding, weighing  700  pounds  and  over. 
Preliminary  indications  are  that  further  reductions  in  cattle  imports  from 
Canada  occurred  in  April, 

Imports  of  conned  beef  in  the  first  quarter  of  1938,  totaling 
12,175*000  pounds,  vcre  slightly  larger  (3  percent)  than  in  the  first 
3  months  of  1937,  but  imports  of  fresh,  pickled,  and  cured  beef  were 
smaller. 
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Imports  of  cattle  and  calves  from  Craiada,  Mexico,  and  all  countries, 


1937,  and  January  -  March  1937  and  1938 

Country 
year  and 
period 

;  Less 
than 

.  175 

pounds 

175  - 
•  699 
.  pomids 

700  pounds 
and  over 

For 
breeding 

\  Total 

For 
slaughter 
or 

feeding 

For 
dairy 
purposes 

Canada: 
1937 


Jan,  -  Mar, 

1937  .... 

1938  .... 


Mexico : 

1937  ..... 
Jan . -Mar, 

1937  .... 

1938   

All  countries 

1937   

Jan. -Mar. 

1937 

1938  .... 


Numb  er      Numb  or 


Number 


17,754  2,040 
12,862  577 


1,259  172,717 

244  56,480 
194  48,891 


82,052  223,837 

17,998  58,820 
13,056  49,640 


49,306 
14, 166 


24,792 

14.154 
10,449 


182,333 

63,969 
24,636 


Numb  er      Numb  or 


80,792    50,355        157,468  6,723 


1,362 
1,322 


6,723 

1,362 
1,322 


2,030 
1,624 


37i 
118 


2,490 
1,742 


Number 


11,351  306,689 


72,992 

30,551. 


692  199,460 


71,249 
59,652 


12,379  507,324 


144,639 
90,396 


United  States  Department  of  Coirimerce 


OUTLOOK 


The  number  of  cattle  on  feed  for  market  in  the  Corn  Belt  on  April  1 
was  estimated  to  bo  20  percent  larger  than  the  ■very  snail  number  on  feed  a 
year  earlier,  although  smaller  than  in  most  years  prior  to  1934*  Market 
supplies  of  fed  cattle  during  the  next  3  or  4  m.onths  probably  will  continue 
to  increase  seasonally,  and  will  be  considerably  larger  in  the  summer  and  fall 
months  than  in  corresponding  months  of  1937. 
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Although  prices  of  the  better  grades  of  slaughter  cattle  frea^uently 
tend  to  advance  in  the  early  summer,  no  mai^ked  advance  is  expected  in  that 
period  this  year,  chiefly  heco-use  of  the  v/eakness  in  the  demand  for  meats. 
Prices  of  such  cattle  have  heon  relatively  stable  during  the  past  2  months.  \J 

During  the  late  summer  or  earlj''  fall,  prices  of  well-finished 
grain-fed  cattle  may  advance  seasonally.-    Such  a  seasonal  y-dvanCG  has 
occurred  in  each  of  the  past  16  years.    But  the  advance  this  year  may  not  he 
marked  or  maintained  for  long  unless  industrial  activity  and  the  demand  f  or 
meats  improve  substantially. 

Industrial  production  showed  little  chrjigc  from  January  through  April. 
But  because  of  t  ho  lag  between  changes  in  production  and  income,  nonagricultura 
income  decreased  steadily  during  that  period.     In  March,  the  latest  month 
for  v;hich  such  data  are  available,  nonagricultural  income  v/as  estimated 
to  be  about  8  percent  lov/er  than  that  of  a  year  earlier.     This  disparity 
probably  will  increase  diuring  the  ne:ct  fev;  months,  since  the  trend  of  (f 
income  v;as  upward  during  t  he  first  8  months  of  IS' 37  v;hereas  thus  far  thrs 
year  the  trend  has  been  dov/nv^ard. 

During  the  first  4  months  of  1938,  prices  of  the  lov/er  grades  of 
steers  and  of  slaughter  cows  v/cre  moderately  lower  than  those  of  the 
corresponding  period  last  year,  although  market  supplies  of  such  cattle 
were  smaller.    During  the  summer  aid  fall  months,  prices  of  the  lower  grades 
of  slaughter  ca.ttle  probably  \\111  decline  seasonally  as  market  supplies 
increase,  and  are  likely  to  average  considerably  lower  in  that  period  than 
a  year  eajrlier.     Some  seasonal  decline  in  prices  of  stocker  and  feeder 
cattle  also  may  occur  during  the  summer  months. 


0 


_!/    The  chart  shovm  in  the  April  issue  of  this  report  illustrated  the 
similarity  of  changes  in  prices  of  such  cattle  in  late  1937  and  early  1938 
to  those  of  late  1920  and  early  1921.     In  both  periods  msxked  reductions  in 
industrial  activity  and  consumer  demand  f  or  meats  occurred.    Because  of 
differences  between  thet;/o  periods  in  the  supply  situation  and  other  factors, 
however,  the  sim.ilarity  cf  price  movements  was  not  maintained  in  April  and 
early  May.     In  19  21,  prices  of  the  better  grades  of  cattle  declined  in 
April,  May,  and  June# 
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Price  per  100  pounds  of  cattle  and  calves,  April  1938,   vii'tih  comparisons 


Item 


;Dollars     Dollars  Dollars  Dollars  Dollars  Dollars 


Beef  steers  sold  out  of  first 
honds  at  Chicago: 


10.00 

14.32 

8.87 

9.43 

9.43 

8  .•&3- 

11.15 

7.91 

8.49 

8.49 

.  :  •  9.13 

7  •77 

9.31 

7.17 

7.63 

7.82 

6.78 

7.75 

6.35 

6.86 

7.08 

3.4-2  ■ 

10.75 

7.78 

8.46 

8.63 

Cows,  Chicago: 

. :   1/  7.04 

6.27 

7e60 

6.17 

6.34 

6,92 

Low  cutter  and  cutter... 

. :  2/  4,44 

4.51 

4,82 

4.45 

4.66 

4.84 

Vealers,  Chicago: 

8.93 

9.18 

10.29 

9.05 

8.48 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers, 
Kansas  City: 

500  -  800  pounds, 

Good  and  Choice  ...... 

800  -  1050  pounds , 

Good  and  Choice  

Average  price  paid  by  packers; 

Cattle   , 

^  Calves   


3/ 
3/ 


Average  wholesale  price  of 
po.cker  hides,  Chicago:  4/ 
Heavy  native  steers  .. 
Light  native  cows  ... . 


8.05 
8.88 


12.76 
12.23 


7.60 
7.43 

6.81 
7.59 


13.00 
10.88 


7.83 

8,52 

3.22 
■7.99 


7.14 
6.90 


7.64  7.68 
7.48  7.58 


6.36  6.91 
8.18  7.93 


17.19      11.88      10.55  9.50 


16. li 


8.72       8.70  8.47 


V  Good  and  Choice,  1924-27.  '  ■  " 

2/  Canncr  and  Cutter,     I924  -  June  I926, 
3/  Not  available, 

Zj./  1924-36,  from  Annual  reports  cf  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade;  1937  and  1938  from 
the  National  Provisionor,  simple  average  of  weekly  quotations. 
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Slaughter  and  markot  supplies  of  cattlo  nnd  calves,   specified  periods 


It  en 


t  h;uids 


Slauf^htor  under  I''oderal  inspocticn- 
Niuiibor  slaughtered:  1/ 

Cattlo   

Calvos   

Be  of  steers  sold  cut  of  fir 
at  Chicago: 

Clioico  and  Prime  , 

Good   

Medium   

Coramon   

All  f^rades    2/'. . .  . 
Receipts  of  Cattle  at  seven 
markets    ^/  ' 


Unit 


Thou- 


Yo:\r 
Average: : 
1924-33: 


193 


Apr. 

1937 


Month 
:  Mar .  ; 

:  1936  : 


Apr. 

1938 


ands 

3,850 

10,070 

602 

809 

749 

do  . 

4.619 

6,281 

586 

506 

502 

do. 

159 

133 

5 

16 

19 

do. 

471 

343 

47 

34 

36 

416 

190 

25 

23 

13 

do .  : 

105 

•  ■  61 

4 

3 

2 

do. 

1,151 

727 

81 

77 

70 

do. 

it/0,044 

7,691 

■498 

565 

470 

Yc; 

Month 

Average; 
1924-33: 


1937 


:I;Iar. 

:1937 


Feb. 

1938 


ivlar« 
1938 


Slaughter  undor    Federal  insp 


Number  slaughtered:  : 
Cows  and  heifers   

Thou- 
sands : 

4,161 

5,626 

416 

345 

377 

4,340 

4,037 

363 

353 

406 

Average  live  weight: 

Pound  : 

953 
176 

899 
.  189 

912 
165 

930 
174 

927 
163 

:  do. 

Avorogo  di'osscd  woight; 

do. 

516 
101- 

470 

138 

484 

•  97  • 

504 

100 

503 
97 

Total  dressed  weight: 

Cattle   

:  Mi  1.1b. 

4,532 

4,699 

397 

359 

405 

Calvos   

do. 

:  437 

675 

57 

40 

49 

Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  fron: 

public  stockyards:    ^/  : 

,  Thou- 

:  sands 

:     3 ,073 

365 

2,893 

578 

148 

112 

184 
46 

36 

25 

Imports: 

Cattle  6/   

:     do . 

253 

507 
38 

50 
7 

24 

3 

43 
6 

:i3/'  36 

1/  Bureau  cf    Animal  Industry.  2/'  Totals  of  unrounded  numbers. 

^  Chicago,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  East  St.  Louis,  St,  Joseph,  Sioux  City,&  St, Paul. 

y  Average  1929-33.  2/^Approximat oly  62  public  stockyards  prior  to  1936, 

when  the  numb  or  was  increased  to  69,        o^^Unitod  States  Deportmont  of  Commerce. 

Gonoral  imports  prior  to  1934,  beginning  January  1,  1934,  imports  for  consumptior., 

T/Unit.od  States  Department  of  Corjaorce,  Iraports  for  consumption. 

G/Figurcs  include  "othor  canned  meats"    prior  to  1929. 
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ItEGlONAL  THI2ID3  III  CATTLE  NUI/TBBRS 
186?  -  1936 

The  cattle  i^opulation  of    tho  United  Statos  iiioro  than  doubled  from 
I867  to  I9I8,  with  milk  cov/s  shoY/in^;  a  slightly  greater  rate  of  increase 
than  other  cattle*     Since  I9I8  milk  cow  numT.ers  hcve  continued  to  increase, 
v/hile  tho  number  of  other  cattle  haa  shovm  no  fuH.hor  upv/ard  trend. 

On  J-inuary  1,  I867,  the  nurahor  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  and 
ranches  in  this  country  totaled  between  28  a-nd  29  million  head,  of  which 
more  than  8  million  head  -  or  abjut  29  percent  -  vere  milk  cows,  according 
to  recently  revis-d  estimates  of  livestock  numbers  made  by  this  Bureau    _!/ . 
On  January  1,  1938;  our  cattle  population  was  estimated  at  nearly  66  million 
head,  of  which  approximately  2j  million,  or  32  percent,  v/erc  milk  covi/s. 

It  v/ill  be  noted  from  the  chart  (ficuro  l)  that  most  of  the  apparent 
cyclical  vari-ations  in  cattle  nu/nbors  from  1367  to  193'3  occurred  in  the 
nuiriber  of  co.ttlo  other  than  milk  cov/s.    Milk  cov/  numbers  increased  fairly 
steadily  thrcu^'hout  ti'io  period,  v/ith  little  tendency  tov/ard  cyclical  change. 


Demand  for  dairy  j^.^ro ducts  increased  wi_th  population  growth 

The  factor  chiefly  responsible  for  the  continuing  increase  in  milk 
cow  numbers  has  been  tho  grov/tii  in  demand  for  dairy  products  v/ith  increased 
human  population.      The  milk  cov;  population  since  I867  has  increased  almost 
as      ra];idly  as  human  population  in  the  United  States. 

Since  I867,  there  has  been  an  upv/ard  trend  in  the  milk  cow  numbers 
in  all  areas,  except  in  the  North  Atlantic  States,  v/hore  nutibers  increased 
moderately  from  I867  to  about  I505,  out  have  trended  dov/nward  slightly 
since  the  I'xtter  year.    The  greatest  increases  in  milk  cov;  numbers  have 
taken  place  in  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Iowa,  in  each  of  v/hichthc  milk 
cow  population  increased  by  more  than  one  million  bead  from  I867  to  1933« 
The  increase  in  Wisconsin,  now  the  largest  dairy  State,  sjiiounted  to  nearly 
2  million  head,  vdth  IvIinr:esota  running  a  close  second. 


1/  Livestock  on  farms,  JoJiuary  1,  I867  -  1919  J    Revised  estimates,  number, 
value  per  head,  total  value,  by  States  ar/l  divisions.    Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,  ".Vashington ,  Januai^y  1938.    This  publication  includes  data  for 
the  years  1367  -  193^}    data  for  the  mere  recent  years  arc  given  in  United 
States  Livestock  Export:     January  1,  1938.  (Data  for  the  past  3  years 
also  !Xi'c  included  in  the  February  1938  issue  of  Crops  and  Markets.) 
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Expansion  of  boof  cattle  numbers  to_  19_1_8 

Changes  in  tl;e  population  of  cattle  other  tlian  nillc  cows  from  I867 
to  1938  2iay  bo  divided  for  purposes  of  discussion  into    t;.'o  periods.  Prior 
to  I9I8  an  upward  trend  in  nunbers  cf  such  cattle  occu.rred  in  several  areas. 
After  1913,  hov/evc-r,  the  upwai'd  trend  in  numbers  appai^ently  was  checked, 
except  in  a  few  States. 

The  failure  of  cattle  other  than  milk  cows  to  increase  after  19 18 
may  be  attributed  largely  to  three  factors:     (l)  Increased  use  of  farm 
lands  for  food  and  fiber  crops,     together  vdth  the  lack  of  large  areas  of 
new  farm  lands;     (2)  deterioration  of  range  and  forage  lands  from  over- 
stocking and  di^ought;     (3)  increased  competition  for  feed  and  forage  from 
dairy  cows,  poultry,  and  hogs,  ?-2id  in  some  areas  from  sheep  production. 

In  the  North  Atlantic  States,  and  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  where  cattle 
raising  early  in  the    1^'th  Century  v.as  a^i  important  enterprise,  the  peoic 
of  expansion  in  the  number  of  cattle  other  than  milk  cov.-s  vvas  reached  between 
I870  ajid  I890.      Since  1390,  the  trends  in  numbers  cf"  such  cattle  have 
been  dov;n\^^:ird  in  these  areas,  witl:  numbers  in  the  North  Atlantic  States 
decreasing  somewhat  more  sharply  than  in  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

From  about  1870  to  1890  a  considerable  expansion  in  cattle  numbers 
occurred  in  a.11  ?f  the  East  North  Central  States  except  Ohio,  and  in  nearly 
all  of  the  States  west  of  th:.-  Mississippi  River,  as  settlors  moved  westward 
in  large  numbers  follov/ing  the  Civil  War.    Nuijbers  also  v/ ore  expanded  in 
the  South.     This  period  was  m?-rkod  by  reconstruction  in  the  South  and  by  an 
intense    speculative  interest  in  beef  cattle  production  on  cheap  westeni 
lands  by  eastern  and  European  capitalists.     ila.ny  large  ranches  were  set 
up  on  the  .  Western  Groat  Plains  o.nd  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  with  chief  reliance  for  gain  placed  on  the  abundant  forage  resources 
of  the  Region.     Little  provision  v;as  made  for  winter  feeding  or  shelter  in 
most  cases,  and  a  succession  of  severe  winters  after  1885  resulted  in  heavy 
death  losses  among  the  cattle  and  heavy  financial  losses  among  the  cattlemen. 
These  financial  losses  were  intensified  by  the  business  depression  of  the 
90's,  v/ith  lew  prices  resulting  for  cattle.     For  a  time,  expansion  in  cattle 
numbers  v.^s  halted  in  practically'  all  a-reas. 

After  1695*  expansion  in  beef  cattle  produ.ction  was  resumxd  in  several 
areas,  noto.bly  in  the  region  extending  from  Illinois  westward  to  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  and  Oklalioma.    Although  the  number  of  cattle  ether  than  milk  cows  in 
Texas  increased  fairly  sharply  from  1897  to  1902,  the  peak  number  in  that 
State  apparently  had  been  reached  about-  10  years  earlier,  in  1891.     Tne  peak 
cf  expansion  in  the  beef  cattle  populo-tion  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Missouri 
apparently  was  reached  about  1903,   and  in  Koiisas  and  Oklahoma  about  19C4« 
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Beef  cattle  nudbors,  in  \::ozt  regions, v.-crc  reduced  frcn  I904  to  1912, 
\7hen  feed  costs  rose  nore  shc.rply  than  cattle  prices,  and  v/hen  there 
apparently  was  a  tendencj^  to  shift  to  yoimgor  ages  and  lighter  weights  in 
marketings  of  slaughter  cattle,     Froa  1913  through  1917*  however,  cattle 
prices  rose  more  sharply  than  feed  costs,  and  this  factor,  together  '.vith 
the  increasing  Euoopean  demrrid  for  A-ierico.n  oeats  during  t  he  War  years,  led 
to  another  rapid  increase  in  numhers.    The  nunber  cf  cattle  other  than  nilk 
cows  reached  new  high  levels  frcn  I916  to  1920  in  several  areas,  including 
the  South  Atlantic  and  South  Central  States,  exclusive  of  Oklahoma  and  Texas, 
and  also  in  B-'ichigan,     Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
Nehraska,  and  the  Western  States, 

Trend  in  "beef  c a 1 1 1  e _nupb er_s _ s  1  ightly  downward  since  19_1 8 

The  trend  in  "beef  cattle  nui-ibers  in  several  areas  has  "been  downward 
since  1918.     In  other  areas,  however,  nu:".i"bcrs  have  been  well  naintained. 
Although  the  pes.k  of.  expansion  in  sonc  Ste.tes  v/as  not  reached  for  a  few 
years  after  I9I6,  =H%«"  only  6  States  after  the  early  20' s  did  nunbers 
subsequently  reach  new  high  levels.  North  Dakota,  Montana,  and  Arkansas 
in  1934j     Alabania  and  Mississippi  in  1935?  and  Washington  in  1938. 

States  in  which  nunbers  of  cattle  other  than  milk  cows  have  been 
fairly  well  naintained  since  abo\it  1920,  with  the  exception  of  cyclical 
variation,  include  most  of  the  South  Atlantic  and  Scuth  Central  States 
exclusive  of  Texas,  also  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota, 
Nebraska,  Kansas,  Montana,   Idaho,  aiid  the  Pacific  States.       States  in  which 
the  general  trend  in  numbers  of  such  cattle  apparently  has  been  downward 
since  about  I920  include  the  North  Atlantic  States,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Missouri,  Sciith  Dexota,  Texas,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  New  Mexico, 
Arizona,  Utah  and  Nevada.     In  several  cf  these  States,  however,  the  total 
number  of  all  cattle  was  larger  in  I93I;  fnan  in  the  period  1918-22,  as  a 
result  of  increased  numbers  of  milk  cows.      Since  a  considerable  proportion 
of  milk  cows  s-ro  beef -type  cows  kept  for  milk,  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
the  exact  trend  in  beef  cattle  production  in  these  States  in  recent  years. 
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